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The other is wherin vices fyghte with vertues, as it were in "battel
array, or a set fyld. In the which games is verye properlye shewed,
bothe the striffe and discorde that vices have amonge themselfes,
and agayne theire unitye and concorde againste vertues: And also
what vices be repugnaunt to what vertues: with what powre and
strength they assaile them openlye: by what wieles and subtelty they
assaulte them secretelye: with what helpe and aide the vertues resiste,
and overcome the puissaunce of the vices: by what craft they frus-
trate their purposes: and finally by what sleight or meanes the one
getteth the victory. But here least you be deceaved, one thinge you
muste looke more narrowly upon. For seinge they bestowe but vi.
houres in woorke, perchaunce you maye thinke that the lacke of
some necessarye thinges hereof maye ensewe.
But this is nothinge so. For that smal time is not only enough but
also to muche for the stoore and abundance of all thinges, that be
requisite, either for the necessitie, or commoditie of life. The which
thinge you also shall perceave, if you weye and consider with your
selfes how great a parte of the people in other contreis lyveth ydle.
First almost all women, whyche be the halfe of the whole numbre:
or els if the women be somewhere occupied, there most comonlye
in their steade the men be ydle. Besydes this how greate, and howe
ydle a companye is there of preystes, and relygious men, as they cal
them? put thereto al ryche men, speclallye all landed men, which
comonlye be called gentilmen, and noble men. Take into this num-
bre also theire servauntes: I meane all that flocke of stoute bragging
russhe bucklers. Joyne to them also sturdy and valiaunte beggers,
clokinge their idle lyfe tinder the coloure of some disease or sick-
ness.
And trulye you shal find them much fewer then you thought, by
whose labour all these thinges are wrought, that in mens affairs are
now daylye used and frequented. No we consyder with youre selfe,
of these fewe that doe woorke, how fewe be occupied in necessarye
woorkes. For where money beareth all the swinge, there many
vayne and superfluous occupations must nedes be used, to serve
only for ryotous superfluite, and tmhonest pleasure. For the same
multitude that no is occupied in woork, if they were divided into so
fewe occupations as the necessarye use of nature requyreth; in so
greate plentye of thinges as then of necessity woudle ensue, doubtles
the prices wolde be to lytle for the artifycers to maynteyne theire
Hvinges.
But yf all these, that be nowe busied about unprofitable occupations,
with all the whole flocke of them that lyve ydellye and slouthfullye,
whyche consume and waste everye one of them more of these thinges
that come by other mens laboure, then ij. of the workemen them-
selfes doo: yf all these (I saye) were sette to profitable occupatyons,